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Presiding Supervisor Donalty called the Regular Town Board Meeting, Town of Walworth, 
County of Wayne, State of New York, held at 3600 Lorraine Drive, Walworth, New York to 
order at 6:30 PM. Supervisor Donalty led those present in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
PRESENT:     Michael Donalty  Supervisor 
       Rick Johnson   Councilman 
       Jim Harden   Councilman  
             Aimée Phillips   Town Clerk 
        
ABSENT:        Alex Kelly   Councilman 
       Amber Linson   Councilwoman 
       Kevin Switzer    Highway Superintendent         
 
                                                       
OTHERS PRESENT:   President Steven Matteson, Western Wayne Ambulance, Inc.; Christine 
Stanford, Town Comptroller; Jacqueline VanLare, Recreation Director; Michael Buckley, Parks 
Superintendent; Kevin Weiss, Assistant Recreation Director; eight (8) members of the public.  
 
 
MINUTES   
 
Motion by Councilman Johnson that the minutes of June 1, 2023 Regular Meeting are approved 
as submitted by the Town Clerk. Seconded by Councilman Harden. 
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent 
   Councilman Kelly    Absent 

            Councilman Harden    Aye 
 Councilman Johnson    Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty    Aye 

  
Motion carried. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Norah Keeny, Girl Scout Gold Award Project 
 
Miss Keeny gave a brief introduction of her background and reasoning behind her Gold Award 
project stating that she would like to fundraise for improvements to the dog park at Sherburne 
Road Park. She presented that she would like to purchase additional dog waste stations, signage 
for rules and reminders and an agility ladder. Miss. Keeny explained her plan for methods for 
fundraising, and discussion ensued regarding assisting Miss Keeny with a donation of funds from 
the Town of Walworth. 
 
RESOLUTION 95-23: TO APPROVE DONATION NOT TO EXCEED $300.00 FOR 
PROPOSED GIRL SCOUT GOLD PROJECT FOR SHERBURNE PARK DOG PARK 
TO BE COMPLETED BY NORAH KEENY  

Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption.  Seconded by Councilman 
Harden to wit: 

WHEREAS, Miss Keeny presented a proposal to the Town Board for fundraising for accessories 
for the dog park in Sherburne Park; and  
 
WHEREAS, Miss Keeny petitioned for additional donated funds from the Town in support of his 
project;  
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board of Walworth hereby approves a donation not to exceed 
$300.00 toward the cost of accessories for the dog park at Sherburne Park.  
 
Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at a meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent 
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
    

Resolution carried. 
 

 
Mike Cocquyt, LaBella Associates, Downtown Revitalization Initiative Grant 
 
Mr. Cocquyt presented information pertaining to the New York State of Opportunity Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative Grant. He reviewed an overview of the initiative, including strategic 
investment planning, public improvements, branding and marketing and new development 
opportunities. Mr. Cocquyt shared past successful projects, the grant process timeline, and 
information on the NY Forward Program. Discussion ensued regarding the process for the Town 
of Macedon and Town of Walworth applications.  
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS’ REPORTS:  
 
 
TOWN CLERK  
 
Town Clerk Phillips shared that a Fireworks Permit had been issued to the Walworth Lions Club for the 
Festival In The Park on July 22, 2023. The listing has been posted on the Town’s bulletin board and website. 
Permissive Referendum for Resolution 87-23 Authorize the use of additional Sewer Capital Reserve 
funds of $51,000.00 to cover the associated costs for the 5/5/23 change order on the Dewberry Pump Station 
Upgrade Project resulted in no petitions opposing the resolution being received. Lastly, Town Clerk 
Phillips shared that the Town’s Comprehensive Plan Committee had met and will be collecting 
surveys from residents through the month of July.  
 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT – No report.  
 
 
COUNCILMAN KELLY – No report. 
 
 
COUNCILWOMAN LINSON – No report.  
 
 
COUNCILMAN JOHNSON  
 
Councilman Johnson shared that the Cannabis Control Board had begun issuing licenses in the 
Finger Lakes and Rochester areas for cannabis dispensaries. He reiterated the progress of the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee survey and expressed that he was pleased with the demographics 
of respondents to date. Councilman Johnson also stated that work on the Employee Handbook and 
policies is progressing and the committee is meeting weekly.  
 
 
COUNCILMAN HARDEN – No report.  
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SUPERVISOR DONALTY  
 
Supervisor Donalty thanked Eagle Scout candidate Joseph Arcoraci for his work at the dog park 
in Sherburne Road Park and commended him on a job well done. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  
 
RESOLUTION 96-23: BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman Harden                    
to wit:  

 

 
 
Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at the meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent  

             Councilman Kelly   Absent 
 Councilman Harden   Aye 
 Councilman Johnson   Aye 

   Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
      

Resolution carried.  
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RESOLUTION 97-23: ABSTRACT 6, APPROVAL 

Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman 
Harden to wit:  

 

Voucher Numbers 631-760, 66-81, 37-55 

Abstract of audited vouchers is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.  

Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at the meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:             Councilwoman Linson                   Absent 

            Councilman Kelly          Absent 
 Councilman Harden                    Aye 
 Councilman Johnson         Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty                    Aye 

 
Resolution carried.  
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RESOLUTION       -23: TO APPROVE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE DOG 
PARK AT SHERBURNE ROAD PARK 

The following was submitted: 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Walworth hereby 
approves the Rules and Regulations for the dog park at Sherburne Road Park.  

 
Councilman Johnson made the motion to table this resolution until the July 6, 2023 Town Board 
meeting.  Seconded by Councilman Harden.  

 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent   
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
   

Motion carried.  
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RESOLUTION    -23: ADOPT AND SET 2023 USER FEE OF $25.00 FOR THE DOG 
PARK AT SHERBURNE ROAD PARK 
 

The following was submitted: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the 2023 user fee of $25.00 be adopted and set for the dog park at 
Sherburne Road Park. The user fee will be added to the 2023 Town Fee Schedule.  

 
Councilman Johnson made the motion to table this resolution until the July 6, 2023 Town Board 
meeting.  Seconded by Councilman Harden.  

 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent   
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
   

Motion carried.  
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RESOLUTION 98-23: TO OBLIGATE $24,500.00 OF ARPA FUNDS TO FUND ONE-
TIME RETENTION BONUS AS STIPULATED IN THE CURRENT COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING AGREEMENT 

Councilman Johnson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by 
Councilman Harden to wit:  
 

WHEREAS, the Town has entered into a three-year collective bargaining agreement; and 

WHEREAS, said agreement stipulates that full and regular part-time employees receive a one-
time retention bonus;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the use of ARPA 
funds not to exceed $24,500.00 to pay out the agreed upon bonuses in July. 

 

Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at a meeting of the Town Board.  
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent 
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 
                          Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
 

Resolution carried. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 99-23: TO INTRODUCE AND SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR LOCAL 
LAW NO. 6 OF 2023 TO ABOLISH THE OFFICE OF THE RECEIVER OF TAXES 
AND ASSESSMENTS OF THE TOWN OF WALWORTH AND TRANSFER THE 
POWERS AND DUTIES THEREOF TO THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK OF 
THE TOWN OF WALWORTH 
 
Councilman Johnson the following Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman 
Harden to wit: 
 
WHEREAS, The Walworth Town Board finds that it would be to the benefit of the public to 
abolish the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and Assessments of the Town of Walworth and 
transfer the powers and duties thereof to the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Walworth, 
primarily because it would allow much greater access to the public to those services customarily 
provided by the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and Assessments, given that the current Office 
of the Receiver of Taxes and Assessments is limited in the hours in which it is open to the public, 
while the Office of the Town Clerk is generally open and available to the public during regular 
business hours; and 
 
WHEREAS, moreover, by combining two offices into one, the Town Board is hopeful that 
certain efficiencies might be realized, including the likelihood that modest cost savings could be 
achieved; and 
 
WHEREAS, thus, a proposed Local Law is under consideration by Walworth Town Board, 
designated as Local Law No. 6 of 2023 to Abolish the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and 
Assessments of the Town of Walworth and Transfer the Powers and Duties Thereof to the 
Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Walworth, which Local Law is on file in the 
Walworth Town Clerk’s Office located at 3600 Lorraine Dr., Walworth, New York, where it is 
available for public inspection during regular business hours. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Walworth Town Board that a public hearing 
shall be had on the 6th day of July, 2023, at 6:30 p.m., for the purpose of considering the 
adoption of Local Law No. 6 of 2023 to Abolish the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and 
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Assessments of the Town of Walworth and Transfer the Powers and Duties Thereof to the Office 
of the Town Clerk of the Town of Walworth. An opportunity for members of the public to be 
heard in regard thereto will then and there be given; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk advertise for said Public Hearing in a manner consistent with 
law. 
 
Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at the meeting of the Town Board. 

Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent 
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 
                           Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 

 
Resolution carried. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION 100-23: AUTHORIZING THE TOWN SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE 
LETTER OF SUPPORT REGARDING THE WAYNE COUNTY WATER AND SEWER 
AUTHORITY WQIP GRANT APPLICATION 

Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption.  Seconded by Councilman 
Harden to wit: 

The following was submitted: 
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BE IT RESOLVED, for the Town Supervisor to sign the letter of support regarding the Wayne 
County Water and Sewer Authority WQIP grant application. 

Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at a meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent 
                           Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
   Supervisor Donalty   Aye 

    
Resolution carried. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 101-23: ACKNOWLEDGING / AUTHORIZING THE TOWN 
SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE GRANT DOCUMENTS AND SUBMIT THE 
APPLICATION FOR THE FARMLAND PROTECTION PROGRAM ROUND 19 FOR 
WESTFALL FARM 
 
Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption.  Seconded by Councilman 
Harden to wit: 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Walworth supports the Farmland Protection 
Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Genesee Land Trust received the Farmland Protection Program Pre-
Application from several landowners and recommended the Westfall farm; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the Genesee Land 
Trust to submit and the Town Supervisor to execute any required grant documents for the 
Westfall Farm, as amended.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding transfer of land and program details.  
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent 
                           Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   No  

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
   

Resolution failed. 
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RESOLUTION 102-23:  AUTHORIZE THE TOWN SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE 
EASEMENT ALLOWING ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC TO CONDUCT 
MAINTENANCE AND PLACEMENT OF UTILITIES ON TOWN PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 3451 ROUTE 350 IN THE TOWN OF WALWORTH 

Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption.  Seconded by Councilman 
Harden to wit:  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to sign the easement allowing 
Rochester Gas and Electric to conduct maintenance and placement of utilities on Town property 
located at 3451 Route 350 in the Town of Walworth. 
 
Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at a meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent 
                           Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
   Supervisor Donalty   Aye 

 
Resolution carried. 
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RESOLUTION 103-23: AUTHORIZE THE TOWN SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE NEW YORK 
STATE SNOWMOBILE GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM LANDOWNERS PERMISSIONS FORM 

Councilman Johnson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption.  Seconded by Councilman Harden           
to wit:  

The following was submitted: 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign the Landowners 
Permissions form for the New York State Snowmobile Grant-In-Aid Program.  

Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at a meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent 
                           Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
   

Resolution carried. 
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RESOLUTION 90-23: TO WAIVE APPLICATION FEES FOR WESTERN WAYNE 
AMBULANCE, INC. FOR SITE PLAN APPLICATION AND BUILDING PERMIT  
 
Councilman Johnson made the motion to take Resolution 90-23 from the table and to re-open 
discussion. Councilman Harden seconded the motion.  
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent 
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 

            Councilman Harden   Aye 
 Councilman Johnson   Aye  

   Supervisor Donalty   Aye  
       

Motion carried. 
 
 
At the previous meeting: 
 
Councilwoman Linson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption.  Seconded by 
Councilman Johnson to wit: 
 
The following was submitted: 
 

 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby approves the request made by 
the Western Wayne Ambulance, Inc. to waive the fees for a site plan application and building 
permit to build a garage to house emergency response vehicles.  
 
Adopted this 15th day of June, 2023 at the meeting of the Town Board.   
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson   Absent 
                           Councilman Kelly   Absent 
   Councilman Harden   Aye 

  Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
   

Resolution carried. 
 
 
 
 



WALWORTH TOWN BOARD – 15 JUNE 2023 REGULAR MEETING 74 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION:  
 

 Walworth Town Court Monthly Report for May 2023 
 Certificate of the Final Equalization Rate for the 2023 Assessment Roll, New York State 

Department of Taxation & Finance 
 Town of Walworth Wastewater Treatment Plant Monthly Report for May 2023 
 Monthly Building and Zoning Report for May 2023 
 Highway Summary Report for April and May 2023 
 Notice regarding the Wayne County Western Regional Sanitary Sewer Force Main Project 
 Town of Walworth Recreation Department Month End Report for May 2023 
 Town of Walworth Parks and Facilities Monthly Report, dated June 12, 2023 
 2023 Senior Farmers Market Coupon Program Notice, Wayne County Department of Aging 

& Youth 
 
Discussion ensued regarding project details and traffic concerns for Wayne County Western 
Regional Sanitary Sewer Force Main Project beginning June 19, 2023.   
 
 
TOWN BOARD MEETINGS: 
 
               DATE         TIME          MEETING TYPE 

JULY 6, 2023 6:30 PM REGULAR 
JULY 20, 2023 6:30 PM REGULAR 

AUGUST 3, 2023 6:30 PM  REGULAR 
 
 
 
 
NEW AND OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 Employee Handbook/Policies and Procedures Manual Updates 

 
Councilman Johnson shared an update in his report earlier in the meeting.  
  

 Knox Box Installations  
 

Supervisor Donalty stated that the Town is now the lead agency for Know Box and 
procedures are being drafted for installations, in cooperation with local fire departments 
and contractors.  

 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
 
Mr. Jim Byron addressed the Board regarding a concern with a vehicle in the Town Hall upper 
parking lot.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
 
Motion by Councilman Johnson to enter into executive session to discuss the proposed 
acquisition/sale/lease of real property when publicity might affect value.  
 
Seconded by Councilman Harden.                                
 
Roll call vote:             Councilwoman Linson  Absent  
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent 

            Councilman Harden   Aye 
 Councilman Johnson   Aye 

   Supervisor Donalty   Aye 
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Motion carried. 
  
Time: 7:25 PM. 
 
 
RECONVENE: 
 
Motion by Councilman Johnson to reconvene the regularly scheduled meeting.  
 
Seconded by Councilman Harden. 
 
Time: 7:46 PM. 
 
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent  
                          Councilman Kelly   Absent    

            Councilman Harden   Aye 
 Councilman Johnson   Aye 

                         Supervisor Donalty                             Aye  
    
Motion carried. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion by Councilman Johnson to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Harden.  
                    
Roll call vote:  Councilwoman Linson  Absent 

            Councilman Kelly   Absent 
 Councilman Harden   Aye 
 Councilman Johnson   Aye 
 Supervisor Donalty   Aye 

   
 

Motion carried. 
 
Time: 7:46 PM   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Aimée Phillips 
Town Clerk 
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