WALWORTH TOWN BOARD – 19 MARCH 2020 REGULAR MEETING

Presiding Supervisor Jacobs called the Regular Town Board Meeting, County of Wayne, State of
New York, held at the Walworth Town Hall, 3600 Lorraine Drive, Walworth, NY to order at
6:31 PM and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

Susie Jacobs
Amber Linson
Scott Bryson
Cody Phillips
Karel Ambroz
Aimée Phillips-Lomb

Supervisor
Councilwoman (*via
videoconference
Councilman
Councilman
Councilman
Town Clerk

Timothy Vendel

Highway Superintendent

.

OTHERS PRESENT: Donald Young, Esq., Town Attorney; Teresa Maioli, Clerk to the
Supervisor.
Supervisor Jacobs welcomed those attending the meeting in person and via Facebook Live,
explaining that due to COVID-19, the Town Board was holding a business meeting. The meeting
was being streamed via videoconference in adherence to the social distancing protocols put in
place by local and State governments.
Supervisor Jacobs indicated the need to enter into an attorney client privilege meeting with the
Town’s attorney at 6:33 PM. Town Clerk Phillips-Lomb and Clerk to the Supervisor Maioli exited
the meeting room.
At 7:16 PM, the Town Board exited the attorney client privilege meeting ended and the normal
business meeting of the Walworth Town Board resumed.
MINUTES
Motion by Councilman Ambroz that the minutes of March 5, 2020 Regular Meeting are
approved as submitted by the Town Clerk. Seconded by Councilman Bryson.

Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Motion carried.

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ REPORTS (Highway, Town Clerk, Justice, Receiver of Taxes):
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Financial report
The Supervisor’s Report for the month of February 2020 was submitted to the Town Board.
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TOWN CLERK – No report.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT – No report.

JUSTICE COURT - No report.
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COMMITTEE / LIAISONS’ REPORTS
COUNCILMAN BRYSON
Councilman Bryson stated that he had met with the fire marshal, Norman Druschel, and that Mr.
Druschel had performed 5 fire inspections this month. Councilman Bryson also indicated that he
had met with the Board of Trustees of the Walworth-Seely Public Library recently and discussed
programming and staffing changes, and updates on the renovation project.
COUNCILWOMAN LINSON
Councilwoman Linson indicted that she had met with Dog Control Officer Lea Dill, and asked if
some updates could be made to the website with Mrs. Dill’s contact information and licensing
protocols, information, etc.
COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS – No report.

COUNCILMAN AMBROZ:
Councilman Ambroz stated that there was a meeting scheduled with the Wayne County Soil and
Water Conservation District for the next week, that will now be “to be determined”.

SUPERVISOR JACOBS – No report.

RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION 71-20: ABSTRACT 3, APPROVAL
Councilman Ambroz offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by
Councilwoman Linson to wit:
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Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.
RESOLUTION 72-20: AUTHORIZE PROVISIONAL EMPLOYEE EMILY KUNZ TO
MOVED TO A PERMANENT EMPLOYEE, EFFECTIVE MARCH 29, 2020
Councilman Phillips offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman
Ambroz to wit:
The following was submitted:
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BE IT RESOLVED the Walworth Town Board hereby authorizes that Emily Kunz be moved
from Provisional to Permanent Full-Time employment, effective March 29, 2020.
Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at a meeting of the Town Board.

Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.

RESOLUTION 73-20: TOWN BOARD APPOINTMENT OF PER DIEM DEPUTY DOG
CONTROL OFFICER
Councilwoman Linson offered the following the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by
Councilman Bryson to wit:
Per Diem
Dog Andrea Colocillo
Control Officer at
$25.00 a pickup plus
mileage (no dog bite
cases)

Walworth, NY

Term
effective:
3/19/2020 –
Expiring: 12/31/2020

Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at a meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.

RESOLUTION 74-20: AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO EXPEND
FOR REPAIRS OF BRINGING FUEL PUMPS AT HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT UP TO
CODE
Councilwoman Linson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman
Bryson to wit:
The following was submitted:
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Highway Superintendent is hereby authorized to expend for repairs
of bringing fuel pumps at the Highway Department up to code in an amount not to exceed
$19,145.88. Procurement form submitted and on file in Town Clerk’s office.
Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.
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RESOLUTION 75-20: AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO PURCHASE
NEW FUEL PUMPS FOR THE TOWN HIGHWAY BARNS
Councilman Ambroz offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman
Bryson to wit:
The following was submitted:
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Highway Superintendent is hereby purchase new fuel pumps for
the Town of Walworth Highway barns in an amount not to exceed $33,270.48. Procurement
form submitted and on file in Town Clerk’s office.
Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.

RESOLUTION 76-20: APPROVAL OF AGREEMENTS TO PROCEED WITH THE
WAYNE COUNTY WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY REGIONAL WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT PROJECT
Councilman Ambroz offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman
Phillips to wit:
WHEREAS, the Town of Walworth owns and operates a decades old wastewater treatment
plant that is in need of substantial repairs, upgrades and/or improvements, all at substantial cost;
and
WHEREAS, other local municipalities also have wastewater treatment plants in need of repairs,
upgrades and/or improvements; and
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WHEREAS, as regulations for wastewater treatments continue to change and evolve, even after
the currently needed upgrades and improvements are made, it is likely that many more such
upgrades and improvements will be required over time, all at substantial cost; and
WHEREAS, in lieu of upgrading and continuing to independently operate each of such existing
wastewater treatment plants, the Wayne County Water and Sewer Authority (“WCWSA”) and
the Town of Macedon, Town of Marion, Town of Palmyra, Town of Walworth and Village of
Palmyra (the “Participating Municipalities”) have expressed their intent to work together
cooperatively to develop a single facility and conveyance system that would meet all their
collective needs (the “Regional Plant”); and
WHEREAS, consistent with this intent, on or about June 1, 2019, the Town of Walworth
executed a Memorandum of Understanding with the WCWSA, formally expressing its intent and
desire to participate in the Regional Plant project, subject to funding commitments to the
WCWSA; and
WHEREAS, the WCWSA has subsequently received substantial funding commitments from the
State of New York, totaling approximately $12.5 Million Dollars towards the cost of the
Regional Plant Project, which in total will cost approximately $50 Million Dollars; and
WHEREAS, the Regional Plant is expected to have a maximum flow capacity of approximately
3.1 million gallons per day of wastewater, which is expected to be sufficient to address both the
current and future projected flows of all Participating Municipalities; and
WHEREAS, the WCWSA has crafted agreements that specify the terms and conditions,
including the costs, applicable to the Participating Municipalities as it relates to the Regional
Plant, such agreements comprising the “Amended and Restated Agreement” for the “Western
Regional Wastewater Treatment System Improvements and Services” and the “Control
Agreement” (the “Agreements”); and
WHEREAS, in accordance therewith, in sum, the WCWSA will finance, construct and operate
the Regional Plant and, the Participating Municipalities will convey their wastewater to the Plant
for treatment, will pay the WCWSA their pro rata share for the construction of the Regional
Plant, and will permit the WCWSA to collect fees related to operation and maintenance costs of
the Regional Plant; and
WHEREAS, the WCWSA has completed its environmental review of the Regional Plant project
and has issued a Negative Declaration in association therewith; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Walworth Town Board, including on behalf of its sewer districts, hereby
approves the Agreements and authorizes execution of the same.

Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.
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COMMUNICATION:
 Letter from NYS DOT regarding approval for Sherburne Road traffic study
 Assessment Department Report, February 2020

NEW AND OTHER BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION 77-20: AUTHORIZE THE TOWN SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE
WILLIAMSON LAW BOOK COMPANY ANNUAL SOFTWARE SUPPORT
CONTRACT FOR RECORDS MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE, BUDGETED ITEM
Councilman Bryson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by
Councilwoman Linson to wit:
The following was submitted:

Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.
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RESOLUTION 78-20: REGARDING PUBLIC MEETINGS DURING COVID19
PANDEMIC
Councilwoman Linson offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman
Phillips to wit:
WHEREAS, the pandemic resulting from COVID-19, also known as the coronavirus, has begun
to and will continue to create unanticipated and serious consequences to our Town, our State and
our world; and
WHEREAS, in response to the pandemic, a number of measures have been implemented by
State and local government, including, for example, that Wayne County has declared a State of
Emergency, schools have been closed, businesses have been closed, density restrictions have
been imposed, etc.; and
WHEREAS, the impacts on the Town, including Town officials, employees and residents are
many and varied, and, given as much, the State of New York, by Executive Order adopted on
Friday, March 13, 2020, has temporarily suspended and/or modified certain rules and
regulations, including those under the New York Open Meetings Law (“OML”) as they relate
public meetings of local governments; and
WHEREAS, specifically, said Executive Order temporarily suspends the OML requirement that
public meetings (such as town/village board, planning board and zoning board meetings) be kept
open for physical in-person public access, and such Order specifically authorizes the holding of
public meetings via telephone conference, video conference, etc.; and
WHEREAS, out of concern for potential impacts of the pandemic, and consistent with the
measures being implemented by State and Federal government, the Town of Walworth will use
all resources available to it in order to protect its officials, employees and residents, including the
authority of said Executive Order.
NEW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, until further notice, for the protection and
health of the public, the Town employees and Town officials, and in order to comply with
governmental directives that gatherings be limited to ten people or less, the Walworth Town
Board hereby temporarily modifies its meeting rules to permit public meetings of the Town to be
held in accordance with such Executive Order, including, but not limited to, as follows:
1. Public meetings may be cancelled by the Supervisor in the Supervisor’s discretion, in
which case the Supervisor shall cause the Town Board members to be notified as soon as
reasonably practicable via email, phone, text or otherwise, and the public shall be notified
via the Town website.
2. Public meetings of the boards of the Town of Walworth will no longer be open for
physical, in-person participation by the public; and
3. Public meetings may now additionally be held by the boards of the Town of Walworth
via phone conference, video conference or a combination thereof; and
4. Regardless of the manner in which such meetings are held, they shall be recorded and
such recordings such be preserved for the use of the public; and
5. Regardless of the manner in which such meetings are held, best efforts shall be made to
ensure such meetings are broadcast live to the public (despite and due to the fact that the
public will not be physically present) such that said meetings may be heard and/or viewed
live through audio or visual channels such as speaker phone, phone conference, internet
streaming, radio/TV broadcast, etc.; and
6. Proper notice of such meetings shall be made, describing how the public may hear and/or
view such meetings.
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Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.

RESOLUTION 79-20: REGARDING WAIVER OF LATE FEES AND REFUND OF
PARKS RESERVATIONS
Councilman Ambroz offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by Councilman
Bryson to wit:
WHEREAS, the pandemic resulting from COVID-19, also known as the coronavirus, has begun
to and will continue to create unanticipated and serious consequences to our Town, our State and
our world; and
WHEREAS, in response to the pandemic, a number of measures have been implemented by
State and local government, including, for example, that Wayne County has declared a State of
Emergency, schools have been closed, businesses have been closed, etc.; and
WHEREAS, the impacts on Town residents are many and varied, and, given the same, the Town
would like to accommodate residents during these trying times by permitting waiver of late fees
due to the many and varied impacts of the pandemic.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Walworth Town Board hereby authorizes
those Town of Walworth employees who collect fees to waive any late fees where the cause
giving rise so such late fee is reasonably related to the impacts of the current pandemic; and, be it
further
RESOLVED, that the Walworth Town Board hereby authorizes the Town recreation department
to refund any fees collected for reservation of park facilities (where such facilities have not yet
been used by the reserving party), including cabins, upon request of any resident at least 48 hours
in advance of the reservation date.

Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.
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RESOLUTION 80-20: APPROVING HOURLY PAY- COVID-19
Councilman Ambroz offered the Resolution and moved its adoption. Seconded by
Councilwoman Linson to wit:
WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has resulted in the Federal,
State and County governments declaring a state of emergency; and
WHEREAS, the Governor, pursuant to Executive Order No. 202.4, has made certain
mandates regarding the response to COVID-19, including the ability of local governments to
authorize that its employees work remotely, and
WHEREAS, the Town of Walworth (“Town”) will, in light of this Executive Order and
other applicable mandates, assign specified Town employees to work remotely, and
WHEREAS, the Town desires to pay its hourly employees during the curtailment of
traditional Town operations due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is
NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED that:
1.
The Walworth Town Board hereby declares the COVID-19 pandemic is
an emergency for the Town.
2.
Effective immediately, and until this policy is terminated or amended
upon notice from the Town Supervisor, to the greatest extent practicable and unless
otherwise directed, Town employees shall work remotely and shall perform their regular
duties or duties as may be assigned to them by the Town. Employees shall receive their
regular rate of straight time pay. Overtime is not authorized.
3.

There shall be no change in employee benefits.

4.
This resolution shall apply only for the specific and limited purpose of
addressing the unique challenges presented by the outbreak of COVID-19. It shall not set
any precedent or practice regarding any aspect of the Resolution.
5.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Adopted this 19th day of March, 2020 at the meeting of the Town Board.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Resolution carried.

Supervisor Jacobs thanked the staff, by reading each staff member’s name aloud, for their work
and dedication to the Town during this challenging time. The Town Board echoed Supervisor
Jacobs’ sentiments indicating that safety is the highest priority and thanking the Supervisor for
her work as well.
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ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by Councilman Ambroz to adjourn. Seconded by Councilwoman Linson.
Roll call vote:

Councilwoman Linson
Councilman Bryson
Councilman Ambroz
Councilman Phillips
Supervisor Jacobs

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Motion carried.

Time: 7:36 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Aimée Phillips-Lomb
Town Clerk
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